
WAC 296-307-49507  What precautions must be taken when welding in 
confined spaces?  (1) When arc welding work is stopped for a substan-
tial time, such as during lunch or overnight, all electrodes must be 
removed from the holders and the holders carefully located so that ac-
cidental contact cannot occur and the machine be disconnected from the 
power source.

(2) In order to eliminate the possibility of gas escaping through 
leaks or improperly closed valves, when gas welding or cutting, the 
torch valves must be closed and the gas supply to the torch positively 
shut off at some point outside the confined area whenever the torch is 
not to be used for a substantial period of time, such as during lunch 
hour or overnight. Where practical, the torch and hose must also be 
removed from the confined space.
[WSR 97-09-013, recodified as § 296-307-49507, filed 4/7/97, effective 
4/7/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, [49.17.]050 and 
[49.17.]060. WSR 96-22-048, § 296-306A-49507, filed 10/31/96, effec-
tive 12/1/96.]
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